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nacle, and another to be brought into the Cabin, 
changing them alternately thus every Half Hour, and 
found by this Means I could make them traverfe 
as well as in any other Part of the World: I was 
obliged to continue this Practice, till we got near 100 
Leagues from the Coaft * but afterwards I had no Oc- 
casion for that Trouble. What fhould be the Caufc 
of this wonderful Th£nomenon 9 l am not able to aon- 
je&ure, being certain the CompafTes, as to their me- 
chanical Structure, were very perfed, and anfwer'd 
very well both before and after, during the whole 
Voyage 5 there is never any Oil ufed to make them 
liiove eafily, for in that Cafe it might often congeal, 
and flop the Motion of the Chard : But whether the 
Cold of the Climate hath a Power to deprive the 
Needle of its Virtue for a Time, or that the Fri&ion 
is inereas'd thereby to fuch a Degree, as it cannot be 
overcome by the Magnetifm, I am not able to fay ; but 
the Fad is certain and furprizing, April 20. 1738. 



IV- Extrafit of a Letter from Dy. Andrew 
Cantwell of Montpelier, to Dr. Thomas 
Stack, dated June 23. 1732. concerning 
an uncommon ^Palfey of the Eye~lids> 

JUNE?. 1732. Monf. Guillminety Counfellorof 
the Court of Aides, went hence to Ballerttc 7 
(whither I had been call'd to attend a Patient) with 
a Nun his Daughter, about 30 Years of Age. This 
Lady was troubled with as fmgular aDifeafe as I have 
heard of. Twas an intermitting periodical Palfey of 
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the Eye-lids, which began every Evening about fix 
o'Clock, with a Defluxion from the great Canthus, of 
a whitifh Matter of fome Confidences fo that fhe 
remained blind till next, Mornings and then recover'd 
the Ufe of her Eye-lids^ as befofc This Diforder 
held her fince February laft; from which Time all 
Remedies ordered her by her Phyfician proving inef- 
fectual, fhe wasfent to Ballet uc for the Benefit of the 
Waters. As we lodged in the fame Houfe, I had a 
fair Opportunity of obferving the EfFe&s the Waters 
had on her. She was pump'd on the back Part of her 
Head and Neck Seven times, without receiving any 
fenfible Benefit : The Ninth time her Diforder feiz'd 
her an Hour later than ufual, and the Defluxion was 
lefs and thinner. The next Evening it retarded two 
Hours, and the following Night fhe had as much Com- 
mand of her Eye-lids as ever. She took the 'Douche 
(for fo we call that way of pumping) the next Morn- 
ing and Evening, and was intirely cured. I fat with 
her an Hour that Evening,, carefully obferv'd her Eye- 
lids by Candle-light, and ask'd her feveral Queftions 
on her Diforder. She open'd her Eyes as well as I 
did mine, and fei out the next Day for Montgelier. 
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